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PREF ACE 


Part of our mandate at the Public Archives includes the custody of those 
federal government records considered worthy of permanent preservation for study 
and research. This present series of preliminary inventories is being published by the 
Public Records Division to inform researchers and the general public of the rapidly 
growing extent and increasing variety of such records. 


These inventories are termed "preliminary" because not all the material in 
them is at present adequately organized and listed and will therefore be subject to 
revision from time to time. 


Each inventory describes one or more record groups. The term "record group" 
(RG) is used here exclusively to refer to federal government records in the Public 
Archives of Canada. It can be most easily defined as any body of records of the 
federal government of Canada or its predecessors that are organizationally or 
functionally related by administrative continuity. In practical terms this usually 
means that a separate record group is created for each department, branch, or 
agency that maintained at any point during its existence a separate and self- 
contained registry system. The inventory for each record group will contain: 


1) abrief administrative outline of the creating government body or 
bodies; 

2) anote on access regulations; 

3) suggestions for citation of the records; 

4) aseries by series description of the records themselves. 


The records will be organized in a manner that most nearly reflects the evolving 
administrative structure of the creating department, branch, or agency. 


During the period 1951 to 1967 a number of Preliminary Inventories for 
record groups were published. This new series will supersede the older publications. 
In some cases we shall reorganize the whole record group. Others will retain their 
original format but have numerous additions incorporated into them. Most of the 
inventories appearing in this new publication program, however, have never appeared 
in print before. By frequently up-dating the inventories of those groups that receive 
large influxes of new material we will be able to keep the public aware of the 
expanding scope and diversity of our holdings of public records. 


I must express grateful appreciation to the staff members who have worked 
so diligently to organize these inventories and prepare them for publication, 
especially the editor of the series, Peter Gillis, and the other editorial members of 
the Public Records Division's Publication Committee, Glenn Wright, Terry Cook, and 
Tom Hillman. 


W.I. Smith, 
Dominion Archivist 
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INTRODUCTION 


The records of the Department of Trade and Commerce and its predecessors 
date from 1880. Included are the two main registry systems, individual branch 
records, and some files created by the Offices of the Minister and the Deputy 
Minister. A description of the records in our custody follows and several detailed 
finding aids are available in the Public Records Division. 


Access to the records of the Department of Trade and Commerce in the 
possession of the Public Records Division is regulated in-most cases by the "thirty-" 
year rule". Permission to see records less than thirty years old must be received in 
writing from the Office of the Deputy Minister. Two exceptions to this rule are 
records of the Economics Branch, 1944 to 1965, file series 23-100 and prosecution 
records, 1914 to 1965, file series 32. These records are closed to the public for sixty 
rather than thirty years. 


Extent: ZO Tyan 


Suggested Citation: Public Archives of Canada, Records of the Department of 
Trade and Commerce, RG 20, Vol. 225, file 30077, F.C.T. 
O'Hara to Secretary, West Indies Committee, 6 April 1925. 
Subsequent: citations: PAC, RG 20, Vols 225, file’ 30077; 
O'Hara to Secretary, West Indies Committee, 6 April 1925. 


Sandra G. Wright 
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1903 


ADMINISTRATIVE OUTLINE 


The following is a résumé outlining the chronological development of the 
Department of Trade and Commerce. It is not intended as a complete history of the 
Department, but rather as a research guide to its growth. 


The Minister of Finance assumed responsibility for the industry, trade,. 
and commerce of the new Dominion. 


Assent was given on 23 June to the Trade and Commerce Act (50-51 
Vict. Chap. 10). Under the authority of this Act, the new Department of 
Trade and Commerce was to administer all features of Canadian trade 
and commerce not specifically assigned to other government depart- 
ments: 


Six part-time Commercial Agents were appointed in Guiana, Jamaica, 
Trinidad-Tobago, Barbados, St. Kitts-Nevis-Virgin Islands, and Antigua- 
Montserrat-Dominica. These first overseas representatives for Canada's 
foreign trade reported to the Minister of Finance. 


The Department of Trade and Commerce was finally established with the 
proclamation of the Act (50-51 Vict. Chap. 10) on 3 December. Some of 
the immediate responsibilities of this Department were the administra- 
tion of steamship subsidies and mail subventions, Chinese immigration, 
and the Commercial Agents. 


The first Minister of Trade and Commerce, Sir Mackenzie Bowell, was 
appointed on 5 December. 


W.G. Parmelee, the first Deputy Minister of the Department of Trade 
and Commerce, took office on 1 January. 


The first full-time Commercial Agent, J.S. Larke, was posted to Sydney, 
New South Wales. Larke was the real forerunner of the Trade 
Commissioner Service. 


William Bullock Ives succeeded Bowell as Minister on 21 December. 


The third Minister of Trade and Commerce, Sir Richard Cartwright, took 
office on 13 July. 


Trade and Commerce was charged with the administration of the 
Manitoba Grain Act (2 Ed. VII Chap. 19). This began the Department's 
involvement with the Canadian grain export trade. 


With the transfer of responsibility for the administration of sections of 
the General Inspection Act (37 Vict. Chap. 45) to Trade and Commerce, 
the Department began its long involvement with commodity standards. 
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The term "Trade Commissioner" was introduced. Four years later, a new 
branch of the Department, the Commercial Intelligence Service, took 
over the administration of these trade representatives. 


The Department commenced a new programme to encourage Canadian 
industry with the payment of bounties on certain products. The first 
bounty, placed on iron and steel, ended in 1912 (6-7 Ed. VII Chap. 24). In 
the same year, a bounty was offered on manilla fibre for binder twine (6- 
7 Ed. VII Chap. 5); this bounty was paid until 1913. A lead bounty, 
instituted in 1908 (7-8 Ed. VII Chap. 43), continued until 1918. Payments 
under the crude petroleum bounty of 1910 (9-10 Ed. VII Chap. 46) 
terminated in 1925. In 1918, production in two more industries was 
encouraged with the implementation of a two-year bounty on zinc (8-9 
Geo. V Chap. 51) and a bounty on linen yarns spun from domestic flax 
(P.C. 2136, 3 September 1918) which was paid until 1922. From 1923 to 
1932, the Department paid a bounty on hemp (13-14 Geo. V Chap. 50). 
The final bounty administered by Trade and Commerce was introduced in 
1930 on coal (20-21 Geo. V Chap. 6); payments ended in 1940. 


F.C.T. O'Hara succeeded Parmelee as Deputy Minister on 1 August 1908. 


Trade and Commerce was made responsible for the administration of the 
Government Annuities Act (7-8 Ed. VII Chap 5). In 1911, administration 
of this Act passed to the Post Office. 


Administration of Chinese immigration was transferred to the Depart- 
mentrormthe Interior. 


On 10 October, Sir George Foster succeeded Cartwright as Minister. 


The Census and Statistics Office, set up in the Department of 
Agriculture in 1905, was transferred to Trade and Commerce. 


The Board of Grain Commissioners, responsible to the Minister of Trade 
and Commerce, was created under the Canada Grain Act (2 Geo. V Chap. 
Zi) 


The administration of the Gold and Silver Marking Act, originally passed 
in 1908 (7-8 Ed. VII Chap. 30), was transferred to Trade and Commerce. 


The first specialist officer abroad, J. Forsyth Smith, was appointed Fruit 
Trade Commissioner in Manchester, England. 


One of the main recommendations of the Departmental Commission on 
Statistics, 1912, was realized with the creation of the position "Dominion 
Statistician and Controller of the Census". The first appointee was R.H. 
Coats (P.C. 107/1398, 19 June 1915). Two years later, the Trade 
Statistics Branch of Trade and Commerce was transferred to the Census 
and Statistics Office and renamed the External Trade Division. 
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1920 - 


As a result of urging by several Canadian industrialists, the Advisory 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research was created (P.C. 1266, 6 
June and P.C. 2967, 29 November). This Council reported to the Minister 
of Trade and Commerce. 


In June, a Food Controller for Canada was appointed. Although the | 
Controller reported through the Minister of Trade and Commerce, he was 
fairly autonomous. 


In September, the Department of Trade and Commerce was given 
responsibility for making publicity films for all government departments. 


The War Trade Board, a Cabinet sub-committee chaired by the Minister 
of Trade and Commerce and reporting through him to Cabinet, was 
established on 8 February (P.C. 337). 


A major reshuffle of departmental responsibility as recommended by the 
Committee on Rearrangements and Transfers of Duties in the Public 
Service brought new duties to Trade and Commerce. The Department 
became responsible for the administration of the Adulteration Act (37 
Vict. Chap. 8), the Commercial Feeding Stuffs Act (8-9 Ed. VII Chap. 
15), the Fertilizers Act (8-9 Ed. VII Chap. 16), and the Proprietary or 
Patent Medicine Act (7-8 Ed. VII Chap. 56). In 1919, these responsibi- 
lities were transferred to the new Department of Health. Trade and 
Commerce was also given responsibility for the Trade Mark and Design 
Act (31 Vict. Chap. 55), the Timber Marking Act (32-33 Vict. Chap. 36), 
and Patents and Copyright Acts (35 Vict. Chap. 26 and 31 Vict. Chap. 
54) from the Department of Agriculture until their transfer to the 
Secretary of State in 1927. Finally, administration of the Weights and 
Measures Inspection Act (36 Vict. Chap. 37), the Electricity Inspection 
Act (6-7 Ed. VII Chap. 14), the Gas Inspection Act (36 Vict. Chap. 48), 
and the Electricity and Fluid Exportation Act (6-7 Ed. VII Chap. 16) was 
shifted from Inland Revenue to Trade and Commerce. 


The Canadian Trade Commission was established in Ottawa (P.C. 3010, 6 
December 1918). This organization, which reported to the Minister of 
Trade and Commerce, acted as liaison between foreign governments 
buying Canadian goods and Canadian producers until it ended operations 
on 31 May 1921. 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics was created under the control of the 
Minister of Trade and Commerce (8-9 Geo. V Chap. 43). This new agency 
centralized statistical enquiry and administered the census. 


The Foreign Tariffs Division was formed to provide up-to-date inform- 
ation on tariffs of other countries. By 1932, the Division was removed 
from the Commercial Intelligence Service and made a separate branch 
responsible to the Deputy Minister. 
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1928 - 


1930 - 


1931 - 


1933 - 


H.H. Stevens succeeded Foster as Minister on 21 September 1921. 
J.A. Robb became Minister on 29 December 1921. 


On 1 April, the Canadian Government Motion Picture Bureau was created 
out of the Exhibits and Publicity Bureau. 


T.A. Low succeeded Robb as Minister, 17 August. 


With an amendment to the Research Council Act, the Council became an 
autonomous body in full charge of staffing and salaries. 


The administration of the Inspection and Sale Act (RSC 1906, Chap. 85) 
was transferred from Trade and Commerce to Agriculture. 


H.H. Stevens succeeded T.A. Low as Acting Minister of Trade and 
Commerce on 12 November. 


J.D. Chaplin became Minister of Trade and Commerce, 13 July; James 
Malcolm succeeded Chaplin on 25 September. 


In 1901, the Canadian Exhibition Commission had been established under 
the Department of Agriculture. This body was first transferred to 
Immigration and Colonization (P.C. 1348, 3 June 1918), then to the 
Department of Trade and Commerce in 1927. 


On 5 May, the Publicity and Advertising Branch was set up in Ottawa 
(P.C. 109/829, 5 May 1927). 


The position of Director of Publicity in London, England, was created 
(P.C. 291/471, 23 March 1928) to co-ordinate Canadian government 
advertising and publicity campaigns in Britain. From 1933 to 1938, this 
office was financed by External Affairs. In 1938, an Advisory 
Committee on Publicity was set up in London under the High Commis- 
sioner's Office. Trade publicity in the United Kingdom was transferred 
back to Trade and Commerce (P.C. 203, 26 January 1938) when the 
Exhibitions and Publicity Branches in London were amalgamated under 
the Director of Exhibitions and Publicity. 


H.H. Stevens succeeded Malcolm as Minister of Trade and Commerce. 
Under Stevens the Department became more directly involved in internal 
economic conditions (i.e., the Royal Commission on Price Spreads and 
Mass Buying chaired by the Minister of Trade and Commerce). 


J.G. Parmelee succeeded F.C.T. O'Hara as Deputy Minister. 


The first Commodity Officers were appointed in Trade and Commerce. 
These technical specialists acted as liaison between Canadian firms and 
Trade Commissioners abroad to provide expert information on potential 
markets for Canadian goods. 


1934 


1959 


1936 


1939 


1940 


1941 


A separate Economics Division was created to review continuously 
general business conditions in Canada, to study new influences affecting 
the whole economy or merely individual industries or regions, and to 
study special problems. 


H.H. Stevens resigned on 26 October as Minister of Trade and 
Commerce; R.B. Hanson became Minister on 17 November. 


W.D. Euler succeeded Hanson as Minister of Trade and Commerce on 23 
October. 


Administration of the Dominion Trade and Industry Commission Act (25- 
26 Geo. V Chap. 59), one of the main results of the Price Spreads 
Commission, was transferred to the Minister of Trade and Commerce. 
The Commission was charged with setting commodity standards and 
dealing with their violation, investigating violations of existing unfair 
trade practices legislation, and holding trade conferences. 


In March, the National Film Board was created (3 Geo. VI Chap. 20). The 
Board was chaired by the Minister of Trade and Commerce. In 1941, 
control and supervision of the Canadian Government Motion Picture 
Bureau were transferred from Trade and Commerce to the National Film 
Board’ (P:Cs 3549, 11 June 1941 .and P.C. 6047, 8 August 1941). 
Responsibility for the National Film Board was transferred to National 
War Services (P.C. 4215, 11 June 1941). 


The Canadian Shipping Board, an autonomous wartime body reporting to 
the Minister of Trade and Commerce, was established under the War 
Measures Act by P.C. 4251, 30 December 1939. Incorporated into the 
Board were the Ship Licensing Board (P.C. 2524, 5 September 1939) and 


_the Ship Licensing Committee. The duties of the Canadian Shipping 


Board, until it ceased operations on 31 December 1946, were to ensure 
that Canadian shipping was employed for the greatest wartime good, to 
advise the government on water transport, and to administer Canadian 
vessel regulations. 


J.A. MacKinnon succeeded Euler as Minister on 9 October 1940. 
L.D. Wilgress took over as Deputy Minister on 1 October. 


On 1 October, the Commercial Relations Division was organized to deal 
with commercial agreements and wartime trade problems as well as 
studying general foreign trade relations. 


Under the Order in Council creating the Export Permit Branch (P.C. 
2448, 8 April 1941), the sole authority to grant permits for the 
exportation of goods was vested in the Minister of Trade and Commerce. 
An Advisory Committee on Export Control (P.C. 9269, 27 November 
1941) was the directing body setting the principles for granting export 
permits. From 1943, the Branch administered the system of export 
quotas to certain areas. 


1942 


1943 


1944 


1945 


The Shipping Priorities Committee (P.C. 8427, 31 October 1941) 
established Canadian shipping space requirements, set priorities for these 
needs, determined if they could be met by Canadian or British registry 
ships and, if not, entered into agreements with American authorities to 
ensure movement of cargoes to Canada on vessels controlled by the 
United States War Shipping Administration. 


The Steamship Subsidies War Stabilization Fund (P.C. 5653, 2 July 1942) 
authorized financial assistance to subsidized steamship services under 
four headings: war risk insurance, war bonuses to crews, rising fuel 
costs, and increased marine insurance charges. This fund was closed in 
January 1948 with the removal of price controls. 


On 6 November, Oliver Master was appointed Acting Deputy Minister. 
The Export Planning Division was created. 


The newly-established Canadian Export Board (P.C. 70, 31 January 1944) 
acted as the procurement agency for civilian goods for various Allied 
governments whenever normal trade relations could not be utilized and 
no other official procurement organizations existed. The duties of this 
Board, which reported to the Minister of Trade and Commerce, were 
performed at the request of the Canadian Mutual Aid Board Administra- 
tion. In 1946, the Board was replaced by the Canadian Commercial 
Corporation (P.C. 1218, 29 March 1946). 


"Area Desks" were set up in the Commercial Intelligence Service for the 
British Empire, Europe, France and French Colonies, the West Indies and 
Newfoundland, Latin America, and UNRRA. The officers were respon- 
sible for all phases of the Service's work in their areas except where 
activities pertained to Commodity Officers and acted as liaison between 
Trade Commissioners and Canadian businessmen. 


A major reorganization of the Department saw the title Commercial 
Intelligence Service replaced by Foreign Trade Service. This new Service 
consisted of the Trade Commissioner Service, including the new Area 
Desks; the combined Commercial Relations and Foreign Tariffs Division; 
the Export Division and Export Permit Branch; the new Import Division; 
the new Industrial Development Division; and the Trade Publicity 
Division, formerly the Publicity and Advertising Branch. 


M.W. MacKenzie became Deputy Minister on 1 March. 


On 12 March, the Personnel Division was created with the appointment 
of the first Personnel Officer. 


1947 


1948 


The Canadian Travel Bureau was transferred from National War Services 
to Trade and Commerce. In 1947, it was renamed the Canadian 
Government Travel Bureau and began producing tourist films with the 
National Film Board. In 1948, the Bureau was moved to Reconstruction 
and Supply and, two years later, to Resources and Development which 
became Northern Affairs and Natural Resources in 1953. Finally, upon 
recommendation by the Glassco Commission, the Travel Bureau in 1962 ° 
was transferred back to the Department of Trade and Commerce where 
it became part of the External Trade Promotion Services. 


The Export Credit Insurance Corporation began operations. This agency 
was created to assist Canadian exporters by providing protection against 
such major risks in foreign transactions as insolvency, delay of importers 
in paying bills, and inability to transfer funds due to government controls 
or other causes. 


Under the system of Emergency Import Controls, the Department of 
Finance regulated controls on consumer goods, while Trade and 
Commerce administered those on imported capital goods, component 
parts, and raw materials. 


With the introduction of the United Kingdom Token Import Scheme, 
several Canadian firms were permitted to export commodities to Great 
Britain on a limited basis although trade in these products had been 
icoZen, 


On 30 December, Canada signed the Protocol of Provisional Application 
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). The General 
Agreement was brought into force on 1 January 1948. Besides providing 
for scheduled tariff concessions and exchange of most-favoured nation 
treatment among members, this agreement set rules and regulations for 
the conduct of international trade. 


Responsibility for mail subsidies and steamship subventions was transfer- 
red to the new Canadian Maritime Commission on 1 November. 


C.D. Howe succeeded MacKinnon as Minister on 19 January. 
The Transportation and Communications Division was formed to 
facilitate shipment of Canadian imports and exports through liaison with 


transportation companies. 


The Canadian International Trade Fair, the first such undertaking in 
North America, was held in Toronto. 


1949 
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On 8 December most of the continuing branches of the Department of 
Reconstruction and Supply such as the Economic Research Board, Steel 
Control, Timber Control, Priorities Branch, Contract Settlement Board, 
Real Estate Branch, and Emergency Control Branch were incorporated 
into Trade and Commerce. The Economic Research Branch, renamed the 
Economic Research and Development Branch, consisted of three 
divisions: the Economic Research Division which produced economic 
forecasts for the domestic economy through the Interdepartmental 
Committee on Economic Forecasting; the Commercial Relations and 
Foreign Tariffs Division; and the Industrial Development Division which 
provided information and assistance to firms setting up branch plants in 
Canada. 


With the establishment of the Commodities Branch in January, Trade and 
Commerce began to stress the import side of Canadian external trade. 
Grouped with this Branch were the Export and Import Divisions, the 
Export Permit Branch, the Transportation and Communications Division, 
Timber Control, and the Priorities Branch. 


The Agricultural Commodities Branch was created. This Branch provided 
agricultural reports for dissemination by the Department of Agriculture 
and maintained close contacts with traders in agricultural commodities 
as well as commercial and agricultural representatives of foreign 
missions in Canada. 


The Trade Publicity Division became the Information Branch. 


The responsibilities of the Commercial Relations and Foreign Tariffs 
Division, renamed the International Trade Relations Division, were 
expanded. 


With the establishment of the Department of Defence Production (15 
Geo. VI Chap. 4), the Steel Division and that section dealing with 
applications for United States priorities in defence purchasing were 
transferred from the Commodities Branch to the new Department. 


The Capital Cost Allowance Division was created to administer new 
deferred capital cost allowance regulations. 


On 1 April W.F. Bull succeeded Mackenzie as Deputy Minister. 


In September, the International Economic and Technical Cooperation 
Division was set up to administer Canadian participation first in the 
Colombo Plan, then in the Canada-West Indies Assistance Programme, 
and the Canada-Ghana Assistance Programme. This Division also 
directed Canadian aid to Commonwealth countries and support to aid 
programmes of the United Nations and other international agencies. 
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1958 


1959 


1960 


Several changes were made in the Commodities Branch. Fisheries 
Section amalgamated with Agricultural Commodities Branch to form the 
Agricultural and Fisheries Branch. The Wheat and Grain Division, which 
became simply the Grain Division in 1953, was added. In 1953 also, the 
Commodities Branch was reorganized into three divisions: Transporta- 
tion and Trade Services, Machinery and Metals, and Consumer Products. 


The new Energy Studies Branch continued and expanded work relating to 
energy sources that had previously been performed in the Economics 
Branch. 


On 21 June, Gordon Churchill succeeded Howe as Minister. 
Mitchell Sharp followed Bull as Deputy Minister on 1 August 1957. 
J.H.F. English became Deputy Minister, 29 May 1958. 


On 1 August, the Small Business Branch was established to provide liaison 
between government and small business, to study the problems of small 
business, and to advise the government on remedial measures. 


After passage in November of the National Energy Board Act (7-8 Eliz. II 
Chap. 46), many of the functions of the Energy Studies Branch were 
transferred to the new agency and the Branch ceased to exist. 


J.A. Roberts followed English as Deputy Minister on 3 March. 


On 11 October, George Hees was appointed Minister of Trade and 
Commerce. 


The Trade Fairs Abroad Office was grouped with Editorial and Art 
Services and Foreign Trade as divisions of the expanded Trade Publicity 
Branch. 


The Canadian Wheat Board and Board of Grain Commissioners were 
transferred to the jurisdiction of the Minister of Agriculture. The Grain 
Division became the liaison office between Trade and Commerce and 
Agriculture. 


The Standards, Small Business, and Industrial Development Branches 
were amalgamated to form the Domestic Commerce Service. In 
December, the National Industrial Design Branch, established to promote 
and expedite the improvement of product design in Canadian industry and 
attached to the National Gallery of Canada, was added to this Service. 
Under the Special Capital Cost Allowance Programme, introduced in the 
December Budget, allowances were extended to assets used to manufac- 
ture products not previously made in Canada or in a Manpower Surplus 
Area; the programme was administered by the Depreciation Certification 
Division of the Domestic Commerce Service. 


1961 


1962 


1963 


1964 


1965 


1966 


1967 


The Industrial Development Branch was renamed the _ Industrial 
Promotion Branch. 


In April, during another reorganization of the Department, Transporta- 
tion, Trade Controls, and Allied Services Divisions were grouped to form 
the Trade Services Branch. 


At the same time, Trade Fairs and Missions Branch was created to 
coordinate the Department's export promotion through trade fairs and 
trade missions abroad. 


The Depreciation Certification Division was transferred to the Industrial 
Promotion Branch. 


M.W. McCutcheon succeeded Hees as Minister on 12 February. 
On 22 April, Mitchell Sharp was appointed Minister. 


The International Trade Relations Branch became the Office of Trade 
Relations. | 


The Canadian Wheat Board returned to Trade and Commerce. 
The Department of Industry was created (12 Eliz. II Chap. 3). 
On 1 September, J.H. Warren became Deputy Minister. 


The Commodities and Industries Service was expanded to include four 
branches: Agriculture and Fisheries, Industrial Materials, Manufacturing 
Industries and Engineering, and Trade Services. 


Trade Services Branch was renamed Transportation and Trade Services. 
On 4 January, R.H. Winters succeeded Sharp as Minister. 


The Export Advisory Council, a number of leading industrialists and 
business representatives of many sectors of industry and regions of 
Canada, was formed to bring the experience of the community into 
guiding the development of the Department's export trade promotion 
programme and services. 


On 1 January, the Department of Trade and Commerce was reorganized. 
The three original Services, Trade Policy; Commodities and Industries; 
and External Trade, became two: Trade Policy included the Office of 
Trade Relations and the Office of Commodity Trade Policy; while Trade 
Promotion consisted of the Office of External Trade Services, the Office 
of Promotional Support Services, and the Office of Commodities and 
Industries. 


An Office of Tourism was established within the Department. 
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1968 - C.M. Drury became Minister of Trade and Commerce. 


TI69s- The Departments of Industry and Trade and Commerce were amalga- 
mated to form Industry, Trade and Commerce (17 Eliz. II Chap. 28). 
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RECORD GROUP 20 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 


HEADQUARTERS, 1880-1966 
CENTRAL REGISTRY SERIES, 1880-1966 


Old Registry System, 1893-1901, 14.5 m (Vols. 1080-1224) 


This early registry series consists of subject files arranged by correspon- 
dence number. It is the predecessor of the more modern system and 
contains general correspondence dealing with a wide variety of subjects 
including steamship subsidies, departmental appointments, tariffs, and 
foreign trade. A file list facilitates access to this series. 


New Registry System, 1880-1966, 217.6 m (Vols. 1-1079, 1359-1370, 1526-1528, 
1625-1628) 


These files are part of a new numerical registry system established in 
1906. They relate to a great many different topics, including 
commercial relations, departmental administration, commercial 
regulations, conferences, and trade publicity. 


A computerized finding aid arranged by subject is available for this 
series. This finding aid is also available on microfilm, reel number C- 
4837. 


ECONOMIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT BRANCH, 1949-1950 


Administrative Files, 1949-1950, 5 cm (Vol. 1371) 


These miscellaneous records of the Branch include evaluations of the 
economic situation in Canada and the outlook for the future, commercial 
intelligence bulletins, and a source paper on the economic prospects of 
the Province of Ontario prepared by the Area Studies Division of the 
Department. 


COMMODITIES BRANCH, 1946-1959 


United Kingdom Token Import Scheme and the British West Indies Trade 
Liberalization Plan, 1946-1959, 5.4 m (Vols. 1375-1428) 


These records contain general correspondence pertaining to these 
schemes as well as a selection of files relating to companies operating 
under these programmes. A file list is provided for this series. 
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NATIONAL DESIGN BRANCH, 1948-1964 
Correspondence Files, 1948-1964, 60 cm (Vols. 1429-1434) 


These records include files of general correspondence with a number of 
designer associations, documents relating to the Design Branch in the 
Province of British Columbia, and material describing the various 
activities of the National Design Council. A file list facilitates access to 
this series. 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE RELATIONS BRANCH, c. 1930-1969 


General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), c. 1930-1969, 3.6 m 
(Vols. 1544-1561), microfilm, 139 reels (Reel numbers M-2376-M-2514) 


These records include proceedings of meetings of member states, copies 
of trade agreements, working papers on domestic and foreign economic 
matters, published reports, and general administrative files. A file list 
and a microfilm shelf list serve as indexes to this material. 


FAIRS AND MISSIONS BRANCH, 1919-1966 
Correspondence Files, 1919-1966, 26.8 m (Vols. 1225-1358) 


These records include administrative correspondence relating to 
incoming and outgoing trade missions. Also included is publicity and 
advertising material dealing with a wide variety of programmes, from 
livestock fairs to fashion shows held in various foreign countries. A file 
list facilitates access to this series. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BRANCH, 1946-1964 
Conference and Publicity Files, 1946-1964, 90 cm (Vols. 1435-1443) 


This series of files relates to the National Consumer-Producer 
Conference held in 1963, the Conference on Interprovincial Trade and 
Industry, 1953, and various other publicity ventures, including the 
establishment of Canadian industrial branches in foreign countries, 1960- 
1964. A file list is available for this series. 


TRADE COMMISSIONER SERVICE, 1926-1966 
Reports, 1926-1966, 16.2 m (Vols. 1444-1514, 1529-1539) 


These files comprise, for the most part, a series of annual reports 
prepared by Trade Commissioners posted throughout the world. Included 
in these reports are detailed economic reports on the post country, 
information on visits made by the Trade Commissioner to industrial 
centres in his territory, and examples of correspondence with Canadian 
producers. In countries where there was no Canadian diplomatic mission, 
the Trade Commissioner also reported on his consular duties and 
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involvement with immigration matters. The remainder of the records in 
this collection are files on the general administration of the Trade 
Commissioner Service; feature articles for Foreign Trade, the Depart- 
mental magazine; and a series of reports from the Inspector of the Trade 
Commissioner Service. A file of these records is available. 


CANADIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICE OF TOURISM, 1931-1963 
Canadian Government Travel Bureau, 1931-1963, 3.4 m (Vols. 1562-1578) 


This series consists of records relating to a wide variety of topics 
including specific and general programmes for increasing the tourist 
trade in Canada, dominion-provincial conferences on tourism, advertising 
of tourist attractions in both foreign and domestic publications, and 
statistics on tourist numbers. A file list is provided for this series. 


OFFICE OF THE MINISTER, 1963-1972 
HON. R.H. WINTERS, 1964-1968, 1.8 m (Vols. 1515-1523) 


These office files deal exclusively with Expo '67. A file list is available 
for this series. 


HON. W. MITCHELL SHARP, 1963-1965, 40 cm (Vols. 1524-1525) 


These miscellaneous office files deal with such subjects as foreign trade, 
international conferences, interprovincial trade, and development of 
Canadian energy resources. A file list facilitates access to these 
records. 


HON. JEAN-LUC PEPIN, 1968-1972, 8.4 m (Vols. 1579-1624) 


These office files deal with a wide variety of subjects, such as foreign 
trade, the Canadian Wheat Board, and relations with other government 
agencies. A file list series serves as an index to this material. 


OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY MINISTER, 1948-1950 
M.W. MACKENZIE, 1948-1950, 10 cm (Vol. 1539) 
This collection consists of one file created by G.W. Hunter, Executive 


Assistant to the Deputy Minister, and containing the minutes of meetings 
of the Board of Directors of the War Assets Corporation, 1948-1950. 
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